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Fifth Grade Summer Reading Program 

                                                       Signal Hill Elementary School 

 

The purpose of the PWCS Summer Reading Program is to encourage students to enjoy quality literature and to continue 
developing their independent reading skills. Student participation in the program is voluntary. Students who choose to 
participate in the program are required to complete a minimum of three books.  
 
Students in Fifth Grade who participate will complete a list of books read. The documentation is to include the name of 
the author, the title of the book, an explanation of the general topic or plot of the book, and a parent or guardian 
statement that the student has completed the reading.  
 
For Fifth Grade students who participate in Prince William County Public Library's Summer Reading Program, the 
Public Library documentation will apply. Students will receive an extra “A” (100) for each book completed, for a total of 
three. The summer reading documentation will be submitted by the student by the end of the first week of school.  

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a 
parent/guardian and/or librarian may be used. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program 
and its documentation is also acceptable. 
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PWCS Fifth Grade Summer Reading Program 

Suggested Reading 

The following titles are suggestions for summer reading. Other books selected by the student with guidance from a parent/guardian 
and/or librarian are also acceptable. Participation in the PWC Public Library Summer Reading Program and its documentation are 
also acceptable.  

 
Author Title Pub. Date Annotation 

Agosin, Marjorie I Lived on Butterfly Hill 2014 A political revolution forces her parents into hiding and takes Celeste from the home 
she loves in Chile to the state of Maine. 
 

Barnett, Mac The Terrible Two 2015 Miles sets out to be the #1 prankster at his new school—only to find himself out-
pranked every time. 
 

Barry, Dave The Worst Class Trip 
Ever 

2015 The 6th-grade class trip to Washington, D.C., goes horribly (and hilariously) wrong. 

Bell, Cece El Deafo 2014 Autobiographical story of a girl with hearing loss. 

Buyea, Rob Because of Mr. Terupt 2010 New teacher Mr. Terupt has a big impact on his 5th-grade students. 

Clements, Andrew No Talking or any 
Andrew Clements 
title 

2007 Who will win the “no talking war”—the boys or the girls? 

Davies, Nicola The Lion Who Stole 
My Arm 

2014 Pedru vows revenge on the lion that attacked him. 

Engle, Margarita Mountain Dog 2013 Tony and Gabe, a search-and-rescue dog, take turns telling the story in this beautiful 
tale of friendship and redemption. 
 

Holm, Jennifer The Fourteenth 
Goldfish 

2014 Ellie‘s grandfather turns into a teenager when he finds a way to reverse the aging 
process. 
 

Lord, Cynthia Handful of Stars 2015 Lily and Salma become friends when Salma’s family is in Maine for migrant work one 
summer. 
 

Marshall, Joseph In the Footsteps of 
Crazy Horse 

2015 Jimmy McLean’s name doesn’t sound Lakota Sioux, and his blue eyes don’t look 
Sioux, so his grandfather takes him on a road trip, exploring the places important to 
the famous Sioux leader Crazy Horse. 
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Mass, Wendy 11 Birthdays 2009 Amanda and Leo have always celebrated their birthdays together.  But something 
happened last year, so this year they have to keep celebrating until they get it right. 
 

Messner, Kate Capture the Flag 2012 When the Star-Spangles Banner is stolen from the Smithsonian, three kids try to find 
the thief. 
 

Nye, Naomi Shihab Turtle of Oman 2014 Aref is not as happy as his parents about the prospect of moving from Oman to the 
United States. 
 

Resau, Laura The Lightning Queen 2015 Teo’s grandfather needs his help, but first, he has a story to tell. 

Rundell, Katherine The Wolf Wilder 2015 Feo and her mother help return pet wolves into the wild.  But they get into trouble 
when the tsar’s army tries to make them stop helping the wolves. 
 

Sutherland, Tui The Menagerie 2013 Logan finds a griffin cub in his backpack and discovers a whole menagerie of 
magical creatures in his new town. 
 

Tashjian, Janet My Life as a Book 2010 Derek would rather spend his summer playing than going to learning camp. 

Turnage, Sheila Three Times Lucky 2012 Mo LoBeau and her best friend, Dale Earnhardt Johnson III, want to be detectives.  
A murder in town might be just the break they are looking for. 
 

Weiner, Ellis The Templeton Twins 
Have an Idea 

2012 Twins Abigail and John follow in their inventor father’s footsteps.  Will they be able to 
save themselves when they are kidnapped by men who want their father’s invention? 

 


