
Signal Hill Elementary 

Advisory Council Minutes 

Monday, March 14, 2016 

 

Parent Representatives:  Rachel Hudish, Occoquan Forest, Tamara Stoner-Bouse 

 

Superintendent’s Advisory Council Representatives:  Tammy Abel;  Jocelyn Vanderbrink, Chairperson 

 

Staff Representatives:  Carrie Webb, Principal; Cathy Norberg, Vice Chairperson, Audrey Coffey, Evelyn McKay, 

Secretary; Dawn Sozio; Kelly Johnson 

PTA Representatives:  Jen Nealy, PTA President 

Meeting Overview: 

The meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm.  Minutes of the January 11 meeting were approved.     

Superintendent’s Advisory Council on Instruction:  Tamara Stoner-Bouse represented Signal Hill at the last 

Superintendent’s Advisory Council.  She prepared a summary handout of the March 10 Best Practices Conference, and 

discussed the highlights.  Discussion followed for several items.  They included:  After School Athletics, Activities, and 

Clubs (particularly Enrichment Matters, inclusive clubs, kids tutoring kids, activity buses funded by school), meeting the 

needs of learners with special needs and increasing parental involvement.  Concerns for Signal Hill include space, since 

the gym and café are used by SACC.  However, depending on the number of children in SACC and whether they are using 

the gym/café for their activity, a club could possibly use this space.  One solution could be for Signal Hill to look at 

available space and offer only clubs that can be accommodated.  Other highlights:  Keep events consistent on the same 

date from year-to-year for more parental involvement and enthusiasm; offer childcare at PTA meetings; have parents 

begin to volunteer for one-hour shifts and then they may be more likely to increase the amount of volunteer time. 

Budget:  Mrs. Webb presented a detailed chart showing the recent purchases for Signal Hill including the amount and 

purpose of each expenditure.  The need for these items was explained and discussed.  Also, standing desks are being 

explored/tested and the Guidance Dept. is testing “bounce chairs”.  PWCS is replacing one of the pieces of playground 

equipment in the K-2 section.  Consideration for students with special needs was taken into consideration in the design 

of this equipment. 

Parking:  Mrs. Webb showed a photo of proposed additional parking lots.  Easing the parking situation is a high priority.   

Miscellaneous Items:  A principal’s newsletter could be published more often.    

The next meeting is April 11, 2016.  Meeting adjourned at 6:29 pm. 

 

Prepared by:  Evelyn McKay, Secretary 

 

 

 


