
Signal Hill Elementary 

Advisory Council Minutes 

Monday, December 14, 2015 

 

Parent Representatives:  Maya Minter, Davis Ford Corridor; Rachel Hudish, Occoquan Forest  

 

Superintendent’s Advisory Council Representatives:  Tammy Abel;  Jocelyn Vanderbrink, Chairperson 

 

Staff Representatives:  Carrie Webb, Principal; Michelle Breslin, Asst. Principal; Cathy Norberg, Vice Chairperson, Audrey 

Coffey, Evelyn McKay, Secretary; Dawn Sozio; Kelly Johnson, Kathy Pettigrew 

 

Meeting Overview: 

The meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm.  Minutes of the November 9 meeting were approved with one minor time 

change correction.   

Superintendent’s Advisory Council on Instruction:  Mrs. Vanderbrink and Mrs. Abel gave an update from the council.  

Concerns brought up at their meeting included:  group work in class, hands on science and algebra training for teachers.  

The directors from each curriculum area discussed differentiation and communication.  Also discussed was how to 

consolidate information for parents.  The PWCS website contains a wealth of information, but the information is difficult 

to locate.  A cyber-security program for elementary students may be pushed down.  Also, at one elementary school, if a 

popular club such as robotics or chess have a lottery to select club members, students are exempt from the lottery if 

their parent volunteers for the club.  A suggestion to take back to the Superintendent’s Advisory Council was to provide 

more information on middle school options to parents. 

Open Chair:  The pros/cons of the Remind App were discussed as a means of communication with parents. 

School Plan:  Math is the focus this year.  Signal Hill will use best practices.  Current/future math interventions include:  

Math Navigator and DreamBox.  Our current math strategies include:  math practice using IXL and small group math 

sessions with teachers.   

Ideas were discussed to improve math scores.  They include: 

 MAP assessment tool (reading and math) 

 Math Intervention Specialist 

 Aleks math software 

 Knewton K-12 English/Math/Science 

 Khan Academy 

 DreamBox math software 

 Touch Math 

 Consistent academic vocabulary 

 Consistency in math procedures from grade-to-grade 

 Guided math (grouped by skill set where students move from group to group depending on their skills) 

 Suggestions for more activities from the VDOE website 

The next meeting is January 11, 2016.  Meeting adjourned at 6:25 pm. 

Prepared by:  Evelyn McKay, Secretary 


