
Signal Hill Elementary 

Advisory Council Minutes 

Monday, May 9, 2016 

 

Parent Representatives:  Maya Minter, Davis Ford Corridor 

 

Superintendent’s Advisory Council Representatives:  Tammy Abel; Jocelyn Vanderbrink, Chairperson 

 

Staff Representatives:  Cathy Norberg, Vice Chairperson, Audrey Coffey, Evelyn McKay, Secretary; Kelly Johnson; Kathy 

Pettigrew, Dawn Sozio 

PTA Representatives:  Jen Nealy, PTA President 

Meeting Overview: 

The meeting was called to order at 5:15 pm.  Minutes of the April 13 meeting were approved.       

Open Chair:  SHES has a new cafeteria hostess.  The café is running more smoothly with two hostesses.  There will be no 

June meeting.  The council will plan to begin their meeting schedule earlier (in August) this year. 

Staff representation on the committee is good.  The committee needs more parent representation.  Ideas to increase 

parent representation were discussed, and highlighted below. 

 Use the Remind app to send text messages encouraging participation 

 Host neighborhood breakfasts (held at a meeting place in the neighborhood) 

 Meet your principal talks.  If these talks are during school hours parents employed outside the home will not be 

able to attend.  Should they also be held after school?  Would we need translators? 

 Include information about the Principal’s Advisory Committee during kindergarten registration 

 Change meeting format:  Host guest speakers, have a rotating time schedule for meetings, e.g. meetings start  

just after student dismissal one month and next month later in the evening, offer child care, have food at 

meetings, put agenda on the website 

 Publicize at PTA meetings 

 Principal’s Advisory Committee information included in the Back to School Night presentation 

 Presentation at new student orientation and kindergarten orientation in August.  Invite new members. 

 Use the Advisory Committee to showcase a great project a teacher and his/her class are doing and/or use the 

Advisory Committee to showcase things that the entire school is doing.   

 Invite another school’s advisory committee to attend our meeting and explain how their committee is organized. 

 Host school-wide presentations (led by expert staff/teachers) on various topics to include:  guidance, anxiety, 

SOL’s, etc.  Host some seminars that parents and students can attend together.  (Note:  This falls outside of the 

Advisory Council.) 

Mrs. Abel reviewed the purpose and duties of the Superintendent’s Advisory Council on Instruction.  This document is 

planned to be pushed down to schools as a model for school advisory committees.   

The next meeting is planned for the beginning of the 2016-17 school year.  Meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm. 

 Prepared by:  Evelyn McKay, Secretary 


